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of law, and the decay of private war. At last civilization
banishes the vendetta altogether, and civilized man re-
gards it as a mark of barbarism, when he observes it in
less advanced communities.

The various stages we have just distinguished from
one another are not, of course, separated in history by
well-defined lines of demarcation. We cannot lay our
fingers upon certain dates, and say here private venge-
ance began to be regulated, or here courts were esta-
blished ; nor can we assert that when the period of state
tribunals arrived no more was heard of unrestricted
bloodshed, or that when private war was forbidden
altogether it did not sometimes take place. The growth
of new institutions is quite compatible with the con-
tinued existence of old ones. The former increase while
the latter decrease, till at last they fade away altogether
and leave their rivals in sole possession of the field. In
one sense they are the creatures of human will, because
in every stage of their growth they are fashioned by
human hands according to ideas existing in human
minds. But they are not planned from the beginning in
their final shape, nor do their earliest germs bear much
resemblance to the forms they assume in full-grown
maturity. In the same period of history we may find
blood feuds and law courts existing side by side. When
we say that they belong to different stages of human
progress, we mean to assert that private vengeance
existed long before public tribunals, and that public
tribunals will exist long after private vengeance has
been forgotten. If this explanation be borne in mind,
we shall not be held guilty of inaccuracy when we de-
scribe the history of private war as the record of a
development in four well-marked stages.